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DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – May 15, 2018
5:30 p.m. 4:00 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex – Darlington County Courthouse
1 Public Square, Room 406, Law Library

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4  (Chair) 		William Hudson, Dist. 3	 (arrived 4:10 p.m.)
		Mike Sprott, Dist. 1  (Vice Chair) 	Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2			Wes Woodard, Dist 5

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 			Julie Ritz, Planner I
Paula Newton, Planner III		

Absent:		Unseated Commissioner, Dist. 7		Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6	

Guests:		Amber Wall, Wall Engineering		Glenn Willis, Adams Outdoor Advertising
		Charlie Shumpert, LKPK Enterprises, Inc.

Please note that the May 15th meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission location and time changed.

	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda (with location, date, and time change) was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.

·  When the meeting began, there were five (5) Commissioners present, thus constituting a Quorum.  Commissioner William Hudson joined the meeting at 4:10 p.m.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, May 18th, at 4:02 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 17, 2018 

Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on April 17, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner Mike Sprott to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on May 15, 2017. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None
VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None

X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None

XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS 


· Amber Wall, Wall Engineering – King’s Trace Subdivision

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.  Staff introduced Amber Wall of Wall Engineering, engineer for the proposed subdivision, King’s Trace.  Staff also presented the newest layout of the proposed subdivision.
Ms. Wall introduced herself and thanked the Commissioners for their time.  She reminded them she had been to a previous meeting regarding another issue.
Ms. Wall stated that initially the owner would be buying the parcel to the north of this subdivision, but it would not perc.  She stated that the plan has changed to the smaller parcel.  She pointed out that there was one straight road off of Timmonsville Hwy.  She stated that at previous meetings, she had requested a little bit longer distance between cul-de-sacs, and that this was the same request but for this layout change.  She stated that this new layout only uses approximately ½ of the original parcel.  
As such, Ms. Wall requested a variance for the distance between cul-de-sacs, as there is a need for 700 feet between cul-de-sacs versus the 500 feet required in the ordinance.  The ordinance design would require more cul-de-sacs, making them one right behind the other.  
Commissioner Sprott asked if the Fire Department had been consulted on this new design.  Staff stated that the Fire Marshall had looked at it.  Commissioner Sprott asked if the Fire Marshall approved the design. Staff stated that the Fire Marshall said it was ok, on the condition that the fire hydrants go in.
Ms. Wall stated that they have designed two additional fire hydrants on this project.  
Commissioner Sprott asked if the Chairman was ready for a motion, Chairman White answered affirmatively.  After the motion, Chairman White asked if there were any other comments, hearing none, he called for a vote.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Wes Woodard to GRANT a Variance under DSO 6.7 to allow a longer distance of 700’ between cul-de-sacs, rather than the 500’ required by the ordinance, with the condition that fire hydrants be installed at the cul-de-sacs in the King’s Trace Subdivision.  Motion carried unanimously. 

XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT 

· Charlie/Karen Shumpert, LKPK Enterprises, Inc. – Stokes Place, Phase II/III extension on vested rights.  

Staff stated that the agenda had been amended and that the information was off to the side, and presented the information.  Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.  
Staff stated that in June of 2016, Stokes Place representatives had requested vested rights be set for Phases II & IIIA of Stokes Place.  Staff reported that it was set to expire on June 21, 2018.  Staff stated that was the reason for the amended agenda.  She stated that LKPK Enterprises indicated that they had interest in a lot in Phase IIIA.  
Chairman White asked how long the extension request was.  Staff reported that this extension request would only be for a year.  Chairman White asked if there were any questions or concerns.  There were none.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to SET the Vested Rights extension date for May 15, 2019.  Motion carried unanimously.

XIII. OLD BUSINESS – None



XIV. NNEW BUSINESS – Outdoor Advertising Ordinance

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff introduced Mr. Glenn Willis, of Adam’s Outdoor Advertising, who advised Staff during the drafting process of this proposed update.  
Chairman White asked if these changes were close to what Florence uses.  Mr. Willis responded that it is very close.  He stated that Florence County and the City of Sumter had ordinances, but that the City of Florence did not desire to change their ordinance.  They just allow the upgrade to the digital.  
Mr. Willis stated that Adams Outdoor had just built a digital billboard in the City of Lake City, and they did not desire to amend their ordinance.  He stated he does recommend amending the ordinance, as it addresses some sensitive things that could come back later that the Commission may want to address.  He stated that the changes to the ordinance allow a two-prong approach: 1) it allows digital in the County, and 2) would spur new development.
Mr. Willis stated that in relation to #1, allowing digital in the County, he learned a long time ago if it’s not in the ordinance, it isn’t allowed.  He stated he had been working in this field for 35 years and he had new people come into their business who wanted Mr. Willis just to ask, and he would reply “Let me just tell you, if it’s not in the ordinance, they don’t allow it – that’s government!”
  Mr. Willis stated that in relation to #2, spurring new development, with the existing ordinance (and he commended the Planning Commission and County Council many years ago for the work they did on the ordinance) – and he related the story of the I-95 / Hwy 52 area where there are billboards every few feet.  He stated that didn’t have to happen, but Florence County didn’t have a zoning department or planning department, and permits were issued out of the Tax Assessor’s Office.  He stated that around 1992, he and John Hardee went to Florence County Council and stated that there were signs 500’ apart at the rail road, and the rail road was going to evict the sign makers and bring in a New Jersey company to build the billboards 300’ apart and stacked, making more money.  Florence County didn’t want to fund another department (planning or permitting).  Now, that is why there is such a barrage of billboards at I-95 & Hwy 52 junction.  He stated that quite honestly it was painful, even though he has been in the billboard business for 35 years.  
Mr. Willis stated that if businesses that are highly competitive were not regulated, then those businesses may not care about the same values that the local community cares about.  He stated that this proposed change to the ordinance does not change the requirements to build a billboard in this county but it does allow for a digital face. He stated it does allow, like Florence County and the City of Sumter, a legal sign (permit and history) and permitting by SCDOT on their roads.  He said it really requires an existing sign so that there is a history and the County can track that history, through Randy Ponton, with SCDOT in Florence.  It allows those who have invested in billboards to upgrade the structure to be built to the 2015 International Building Codes (IBC) and have a digital sign face.  He stated that the digital sign faces are more heavy than standard post and type-face.  
He stated that IBC change every 3 to 4 years, and this ordinance change allows the billboard industry to step up and just not ask for grandfathering, but done according to code.  This ordinance change would specifically require billboards with permitting provenance to meet code in order to be upgraded.
He stated that Adams Outdoor has always concentrated in the metro areas.  Florence was the last plan in the Adams Fairway Network that agreed to try digital.  Adams Fairway was reluctant because it is a different product, and they have no knowledge as to success with the customers.  He stated that digital billboard project in Florence has spun growth and caused conversations to happen with those who had been previously underserved by billboards.  He stated that the project has also caused Adams Outdoor to think out of the box, ending up expanding into Lake City.  He stated that within 3 days of “going on the air”, the Lake City Chamber of Commerce (Economic Development) wants 3 of the faces and several banks have already bought them, as well.  He stated this project was something that works in local communities, and they think it will work in Darlington County.  He stated that they had some location ideas, but no hard decisions had been made.
Chairman White stated that a good thing about these digital billboards is that they can be changed easily and fast, providing the ability to advertise for special events and amber alerts.  Mr. Willis responded that there could also be “community alert” messages (natural or local disaster).  He stated that they did exactly 

that during the hurricane, providing valuable information for the Sheriff’s offices in those communities, and it worked well.
Chairman White asked if there were any more questions, comments, or concerns about digital billboard regulations.  He stated that the changes specifically add digital and enhance existing ordinances.  
Chairman White stated that the PC could recommend that County Council approve the ordinance, and Vice Chairman Sprott stated they would have a final hearing, as well.  Director Cribb clarified with 3 readings and a public hearing.  

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to RECOMMEND to County Council the changes to the Outdoor Advertising Ordinance (Article 15).  Motion carried unanimously.  

XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – Planning and Zoning Staff/Commissioners training May 17, 2018.

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb stated that the training on May 17, 2018 would provide Continuing Education hours required by the State.  The training will be at the Fire Department Headquarters at 137 N Center Rd from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the inside of the Fire Department building.  This training will be 3.5 hours.  She stressed the importance of attendance, as these are required hours and there are not many training dates available.

Commissioner Sprott made his apologies in advance for not being able to attend the training, as something urgent had come up requiring his attention.  Director Cribb stated that another training would be scheduled.  

No motions made.  Information only.

XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS  - None

XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Wes Woodard to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 4:17 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

